The effect of cholecystectomy on duodenogastric reflux in dogs and humans.
A prospective study of the effect of cholecystectomy on duodenogastric reflux (DGR) in dogs and humans has been performed and compared with patients presenting with persisting symptoms following cholecystectomy several years earlier. After an intravenous injection of 99mTc EHIDA, assessment of DGR was made by measuring Bilirubin Output and the percentage of 99mTc EHIDA recovered in gastric juice over fifteen minute periods. Cholecystectomy resulted in a significant increase in both amount and frequency of DGR in dogs and patients. Patients with persisting symptoms following cholecystectomy showed the greatest amount and frequency of DGR. We suggest that increased DGR may be an aetiological factor in some patients with persisting symptoms following cholecystectomy.